CANYON ROAD REGIONAL CONNECTION PROJECT
Creating access and connections for bicyclists and pedestrians
Project overview

ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION ON CANYON ROAD

Pierce County will extend Canyon Road East from Pioneer Way
East to 70th Avenue East as part of the Canyon Road Regional
Connection Project. This will include separating a BNSF railroad
crossing from traffic with a new bridge over the tracks and
constructing a new, more efficient bridge over the Puyallup
River. Once complete, pedestrians, bicyclists, freight trucks, and
commuters will enjoy improved routes to travel into and around
the Puyallup River Valley.
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Pierce County has invested millions of dollars in the Canyon Road East corridor
to improve capacity and safety. This project builds on those investments to
create safe access and connectivity for anyone who uses paths and sidewalks
in the Puyallup River Valley and across the Puyallup River.
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Visualization of the new River Crossing.
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• Provides pedestrian paths between Puyallup,
Fife, the Puyallup River, and Chief Leschi School.

FIFE

• Widens shoulder for bike use throughout whole project.
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Adds new
shared-use
path in Fife.

Adds sidewalks
and replaces
gravel shoulders
and unmarked
paths along North
Levee Road E and
River Road E with
sidewalks and
shared-use paths.
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Removes railroad crossing
by Chief Leschi School to
reduce traﬃc conﬂicts.
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suspended
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path below
the bridge.

Freeman Rd E

44th St E

Milroy Bridge
to be removed

70th Ave E

Pu
ya
llu
p

r
ee
on
Pi

New sidewalks and
paved shoulders
throughout
the project will
create bicycling
and pedestrian
access for people
living in nearby
neighborhoods.

• Adds new sidewalks and shared-used paths.
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As part of the project, Pierce
County will build Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA)
compliant sidewalks and paved
shoulders along both sides of
the new roadway. Currently,
through the corridor there are
places where it is challenging
for pedestrians, bicyclists,
and other non-motorized
users. The project will support
opportunities for users to
travel around the project area
in a new way. Completely
separated sidewalks along the
retaining walls leading up to
the new Puyallup River bridge
over the Puyallup River will
create even safer conditions
for people away from
vehicular traffic.

The Canyon Road Regional Connection Project improves safety and
connectivity for all users of the transportation system. The project:
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Safer crossings
The project will include multiple crossing improvements,
including a signalized pedestrian crossing on River Road
East and North Levee Road near the new Puyallup River
bridge. The signalized pedestrian crossing provides ample
time for users to cross the road and lights that are visible
during all hours to alert drivers to stop.

New shared-use paths throughout
the project area offer safer routes
for both pedestrians and bicyclists.
The paths are completely
separated from cars and trucks
for a more comfortable trip.
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The new bridge will have a suspended shared-use pathway that eliminates conflicts with motorized traffic
and creates opportunities for future regional trail connections.

Suspended path across the Puyallup River
Currently, the Milroy Bridge doesn’t support pedestrian
access. Pierce County will remove the Milroy Bridge and
construct a new bridge with a suspended shared-use path
for pedestrians, bicyclists, and other non-motorized users.
Users will be able to enjoy the view of the Puyallup River
while crossing the new shared-use path.
The Elwah
River Bridge in
Clallam County
features a
suspended
pedestrian
bridge similar
to the structure
planned on the
future Puyallup
River bridge.
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Completely separated from vehicular traffic, ADA-compliant paths create safe routes for people
traveling in the project area.
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Regional trail
connections
New sidewalks on River Road
East will reduce the gap
between the new shared-use
crossing of the Puyallup River
and Puyallup’s Riverwalk Trail,
creating new opportunities for
regional active transportation
connections. Pierce County
will also build the new bridge
with enough clearance to
accommodate any future trail
or path underneath it.
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People can use separated ADA-compliant sidewalks to travel into and out of Fife.

For more
information
Visit the project website:

canyonroadconnection.org
Contact the Project Manager:
Letticia Neal
Pierce County Planning and Public Works
253-798-7041
canyonroadconnection@piercecountywa.gov
This material can be made available
in an alternate format by emailing
robert.welch@piercecountywa.gov
or calling (253) 798-2909.

Pierce County designed the Canyon Road Regional Connection Project to accommodate future extensions of
the Puyallup Riverwalk Trail (pictured above) or other regional trails. Photo credit: alltrails.com
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